The  fish  and  wildlife  resources  found 
on  public  lands  administered  by  the 
Bureau  of  Land  Management  are  among 
America's  great  natural  treasures.  The 
public  lands  are  vital  to  maintaining  these 
valuable  resources  as  a  heritage  for 
future  generations. 

BLM-managed  habitat  covers  nearly  one 
third  of  a  billion  acres  and  provides 
homes  to  more  than  3,000  species  of 
mammals,  birds,  reptiles,  fish  and  am- 
phibians. In  fact,  BLM  manages  more 
wildlife  habitat  than  any  other  federal  or 
state  agency.  With  BLM's  mandate  of 
multiple-use  management,  its  responsi- 
bilities are  complex  in  managing  for  the 
diverse  habitats  that  range  from  deserts 
to  rangelands  to  tundra.   BLM  manages 
these  valuable  fish  and  wildlife  resources 
through  a  strategic  plan  called  Fish  and 
Wildlife  2000.  This  management  strategy 
is  aimed  at  ensuring  an  abundance  and 
diversity  of  fish  and  wildlife  resources  on 
the  public  lands  into  the  21st  century. 

Economic  Benefits 

Fish  and  wildlife  resources  on  the  public 
lands  provide  important  recreational, 
commercial  and  economic  benefits  to  the 
people  of  America.  Each  year  hunters 
spend  more  than  5  million  days,  worth 
$145  million  in  economic  benefits,  on  the 
public  lands.   Likewise,  recreational 
fishers  spend  3  million  days,  worth  $55 
million  to  the  economy.  Additionally, 
nearly  60  million  pounds  of  commercially 
harvested  salmon  and  steelhead  worth 
$50  million  are  annually  spawned  and 
reared  in  BLM  streams.  Observing  wild 
animals  in  their  native  habitats  has  be- 
come an  increasingly  popular  pastime  — 
more  than  230  million  hours  worth  $200 
million  is  estimated  to  take  place  each 
year  on  these  public  lands. 
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Wildlife  Habitat 

A  diversity  of  big  game  animals  make 
their  homes  on  the  public  lands.  These 
animal  species  range  from  deer  to  cari- 
bou to  desert  bighorn  sheep.  BLM  man- 
ages 80  percent  of  the  Nation's  desert 
bighorn  sheep  habitat  covering  9  million 
acres  of  public  land.  In  addition,  hun- 
dreds of  species  of  small  game  and  non- 
game  animals,  such  as  quail,  pheasants, 
squirrels  and  rabbits,  also  live  on  the 
public  lands.  BLM  is  implementing  on- 
the-ground  actions  to  improve  habitats  for 
these  species,  reestablish  animals  like 
the  desert  bighorn  sheep  into  historic 
ranges,  improve  water  sources  in  arid 
areas,  and  manage  other  public  land  uses 
to  minimize  impacts  on  the  wildlife  re- 
sources. 

Interest  in  wildlife  continues  to  grow  each 
year.  Millions  of  people  are  turning  to  the 
public  lands  to  photograph,  study,  or 
simply  watch  wild  animals  in  their  natural 
settings.  In  response,  BLM  has  imple- 
mented its  Watchable  Wildlife  program  to 
designate  areas  where  there  are  good 
opportunities  to  see  wildlife. 

In  addition,  BLM  is  joining  with  the  Forest 
Service  in  an  awareness  campaign, 
called  Animal  Inn,  to  conserve  certain 
types  of  dead,  hollow  and  fallen  trees. 
The  message,  "There's  Life  in  Dead 
Trees,"  helps  woodcutters  to  realize  the 
value  of  dead  trees  for  wildlife  and  fish 
habitat. 


Fisheries  Habitat 

More  than  155,000  miles  of  fishable 
streams,  4  million  acres  of  lakes  and 
nearly  200,000  acres  of  reservoirs  are 
managed  by  BLM  and  provide  spawnin 
and  rearing  for  many  species  of  cold  an; 
warm  water  fish.  Many  cold  water  sp< 
cies  such  as  salmon  and  steelhead  trout 
provide  important  commercial  and  recrea- 
tional value  each  year. 


Wetlands  and  Riparian  Areas 

Riparian  areas,  the  green  vegetation 
around  lakes  and  along  streams,  are  also 
receiving  special  attention.  These  scarce 
areas  provide  crucial  habitat  to  many 
animal  species.  For  example,  they  pro- 
vide important  habitat  for  waterfowl, 
including  16  million  acres  of  waterfowl 
nesting  habitat,  1  million  acres  of  winter- 
ing habitat,  and  an  additional  2.2  million 
acres  of  resting  and  migration  habitat. 
Nearly  230  areas  of  high-value  waterfowl 
habitats  have  been  identified  on  BLM 
lands. 
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Threatened  and  Endangered 
Species 

More  than  1 56  species  of  animals  and 
plants  found  on  public  lands  are  consid- 
ered threatened  or  endangered  under  the 
Endangered  Species  Act.  Another  870 
are  currently  candidates  for  listing.    BLM 
implements  a  variety  of  strategies  to 
restore  these  species,  including  protec- 
tion of  key  nesting  and  roosting  areas; 
acquiring  additional  important  habitats; 
restoring  species  to  historic  ranges;  and 
implementing  on-the-ground  habitat 
improvement  projects. 
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Partnerships 

Through  Fish  and  Wildlife  2000  BLM  has  cultivated  partnerships  with  other  organizations.  This  co- 
operation is  vital.  By  developing  and  maintaining  positive  working  relationships  with  agencies  and 
groups  outside  of  BLM,  opportunities  are  created  for  broader  public  involvement  that  fosters  aware- 
ness, support,  assistance  and  participation  in  programs  to  enhance  fish  and  wildlife  resources. 

One  way  to  foster  these  partnerships  is  through  BLM's  Challenge  Cost  Share  initiative  established 
by  Congress  to  provide  matching  funds  to  improve  wildlife  and  fisheries  habitat.  It  is  an  effective 
approach  to  enhance  on-the-ground  projects.  Through  this  program  BLM  directs  the  money,  labor, 
materials  and  support  of  many  organizations  to  improve  wildlife  habitat. 

Public  lands  administered  by  BLM  contain  some  of  the  most  diverse  and  important  fish  and  wildlife 
habitats  this  Nation  has  to  offer.  BLM  is  working  to  ensure  an  abundance  and  diversity  of  these 
wildlife  resources  for  Americans  now  and  in  the  future. 


BLM  State  Offices 

For  more  information,  contact  any  of  the  following  BLM  offices: 

BLM  Alaska  State  Office 

BLM  Idaho  State  Office 

BLM  Oregon  State  Office 

222  W.  7th  Avenue,  #13 

3380  Americana  Terrace 

1235  NE  47th 

Anchorage,  AK  9951 3-7599 

Boise,  ID  83706 

P.O.  Box  2965 

(907)271-5403 

(208)334-1406 

Portland,  OR  97213 
(503)231-2320 

BLM  Arizona  State  Office 

BLM  Montana  State  Office 
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3707  N.  7th  Street 

222  N.  32nd  Street 

BLM  Utah  State  Office 

P.O.  Box  16563 

P.O.  Box  36800 

Atten.  Public  Room 

Phoenix,  AZ  8501 1 

Billings,  MT  591 07 

324  South  State  Street,  Suite  301 

(602)  640-5504 

(406)255-2913 

Salt  Lake  City,  UT  841 1 1  -2303 
(801)539-4001 

BLM  California  State  Office 

BLM  Nevada  State  Office 

2800  Cottage  Way,  E-2841 

Atten.  Public  Room 

BLM  Wyoming  State  Office 

Sacramento,  CA  95825 

850  Harvard  Way 

2515  Warren  Avenue 
P.O.  Box  1828 

(916)978-4754 

P.O.  Box  12000 

Reno,  NV  89520 

Cheyenne,  WY  82003 

BLM  Colorado  State  Office 

(702)  785-6464 

(307)  775-6256 

Atten.  Public  Room 

2850  Youngfield  Street 

BLM  New  Mexico  State 

BLM  Headquarters  Office 

Lakewood,  CO  80215 

Office 

1849  C  Street  NW,  Room  5600 

(303)236-2100 

Atten.  Public  Room 

Washington,  D.C.  20240 

South  Federal  Place 

(202)343-5717 

P.O.  Box  1449 

Santa  Fe.NM  87504-1449 

(505)  988-6000 

